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MOUNT SINAI, NY - Brookhaven Town C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner today announced that the firs t of five C ommunity
P lanning Forums  for the Route 25A  C orridor Study will take place at the Rose C aracappa Senior C enter in M t. Sinai
on Saturday, January 30  from 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

"This  s tudy is  c ritically important to the future of Route 25A  and the surrounding communities  to ensure safe travel
along the corridor through a well-balanced plan of smart growth and preservation of open space," said C ounc ilwoman
Bonner. "This  is  an opportunity  for everyone in these communities  to partic ipate in preserving the charac ter of the
area along this  major north shore traffic  artery."

Future  community  forums  for the  Route  25A  corridor s tudy  will  take  place  in M iller P lace  in late  February, Rocky
Point in mid-March, Shoreham-Wading River in early  A pril, and a final  combined forum for all  hamlets  on Saturday,
A pril 17 . Dates  and times  for these events  will be pos ted on the Town's  webs ite.

The  Route  25A  corridor s tudy  will  look  at  five  communities  -  M t. Sinai, M iller P lace, Rocky  P oint, Shoreham and
Wading  River  -  with  the  goal  of  providing  community  identity  and  pedes trian  accommodations ,  and  integrating
community-based des ign and development recommendations  to reverse the appearance of commerc ial sprawl. I t will
examine  pending  projec ts  to  determine  pending  development  pressure,  and  perform  a  vacant  land  analys is  to
determine remaining development potential in the area. The s tudy will also evaluate the seasonal agri-tourism traffic
demands  to  the  North Fork, evaluate  and support  local  agriculture, and coordinate  efforts  with Shoreham/National
Grid Steering C ommittee to evaluate the development potential of the 800-acre Key Span P roperty.

"Not  long  ago, 25A  was  a  byway  charac terized  by  farms, fruit  orchards , small  bus inesses  and  the  Rocky  P oint
downtown area. That is  rapidly  changing now, and this  is  our las t, bes t chance to preserve  the  rural  charac ter and
nature  of Northeas t  Brookhaven, before  it  looks  like  Hempstead Turnpike  in Nassau C ounty,"  said Bonner. "Every
major projec t being proposed in this  area is  being done along the Route 25A  corridor -  all in an uncoordinated sprawl
of development. That's  why I 'm calling for this  s tudy. By  working together with c ivic s , bus inesses , developers  and
s tate  and  county  offic ials ,  we  can  move  forward  with  a  roadmap  to  planning  dec is ions  that  will  preserve  these
communities  for generations  to come."

The 10-mile long corridor of Route 25A  in Northeas tern Brookhaven is  inc reas ingly feeling developmental pressure
from  a  variety  of  projec ts , ranging  from  big  box  s tores  to  smaller  shopping  centers  and  large-scale  res idential
developments . The  s tudy  area  will  extend  from C rys tal  Brook  Hollow Road in  Mount  Sinai  to  the  Riverhead  Town
border in Wading River, resulting in a regional land use plan for the Rt. 25A  corridor that integrates  transportation,
hous ing, rec reation  and  zoning  recommendations  to  c reate  and  support  quality  communities . The  s tudy  will  also
ass is t  in  providing  community  identity  and  pedes trian  accommodations ,  integrating  community-based  des ign
recommendations  to  reverse  the  appearance  of  commerc ial  sprawl  in  the  area,  and  assess  the  impac ts  of
development in Riverhead Town on the affec ted communities .

"With this  s tudy we will  develop a plan to inc rease vehic le  and pedes trian safety, while  coordinating Town planning
and  economic  development  efforts  in  the  s tudy  area  with  NY  State  DO T  and  Suffolk  C ounty  DPW transportation
planning efforts ,"  Bonner said. "We will  also  develop s trategies  and plans  to  encourage  redevelopment of blighted,
vacant and underutilized buildings  along 25A , and s trengthen the unique attributes  of each hamlet while encouraging
revitalization and s trengthening of exis ting small bus inesses ."

The s tudy will  also assess  the effec ts  of development pressure and big box s tore development in the corridor upon
local bus inesses  and the economy, making recommendations  to neutralize or reduce any negative effec ts . The Town
has  es tablished a C itizens  A dvisory C ommittee to ensure meaningful partic ipation of local c itizens , bus inesses  and
community organizations  in the corridor s tudy, Bonner said.
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